
 

 

         Celebrating Eucharist 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881–1955) was a Jesuit palaeontologist and mystic whose 
work brings science and religion together. For him, all beings and all creation “complete 
the Body of Christ.” In his travels and research as palaeontologist he often found him-
self without the means to celebrate the Eucharist in its traditional form. His fundamen-
tal vision of Christ as ‘All-in-everything’ inspired his ritual which he called the Mass on 
the World. “I have neither bread, nor wine, nor altar.  I will raise myself beyond these 
symbols, up to the pure majesty of the real itself.” His Liturgy of the Word is his con-
templation and praise of God’s presence in all people and in all creation. He celebrates 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist (Offertory, Consecration and Communion) by “making the 
whole earth my altar and on it I will offer God all the labours and sufferings of the 
world. This bread, our toil; this wine, our pain, representing the solidarity of all human 
kind and all beings, and the earth itself.” For Teilhard, the desired Consecration is al-
ready there. “I firmly believe that everything around me is the body and blood of the 
Word. That is why, in our prayer at the altar, we ask that the consecration 
(transformation) may be brought about for (and in) us. From Offertory and Consecra-
tion there follows Communion.  Consciousness (awareness) must and does yield to the 
truth of things, sees more clearly the ‘single life’ that enlivens all things.” Teilhard’s 
daily celebration of Mass was an openness and surrender to a growing awareness of 
Christ already present in all things. 

During the past few months we have found ourselves without the means to  celebrate 
our traditional weekly Mass. We have had to find some other ways of keeping alive that 
which nourishes and transforms us – and perhaps ask ourselves, “What does nourish us 
and open us to being transformed?” Have we said with Teilhard, “I have neither bread, 
nor wine, nor altar.  I will raise myself beyond these symbols, up to the pure majesty of 
the real itself.” What is ‘the real’ for us? For Richard Rohr it is “finding Christ in the 
body (in the material world), in the blood (in the suffering of the world). Little by little 
this transforms us into Christ. That’s what church is all about! That’s its only mission. 
That’s our only task. And because it’s too good to be true, too big to be possible, we 
take it in little doses. We hope that we will be humble enough, open enough, ready 
enough, empty enough to believe it.”                                                                                                           
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 FIRST READING       Deuteronomy 8:2-3,14-16 
Moses said to the people: 'Remember how the Lord your God led you for forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble you, to test you and know your inmost heart - whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. He humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he 
fed you with manna which neither you nor your fathers had known, to make you under-
stand that man does not live on bread alone but that man lives on everything that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
'Do not then forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery: who guided you through this vast and dreadful wilderness, a land 
of fiery serpents, scorpions, thirst; who in this waterless place brought you water from 
the hardest rock; who in this wilderness fed you with manna that your fathers had not 
known.' 
 

Responsorial Psalm   0 praise the Lord, Jerusalem!  
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!   He established peace on your borders,  
Zion, praise your God!    he feeds you with finest wheat. 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates,  He sends out his word to the earth  
he has blessed the children within you.   and swiftly runs his command.  
 

    He makes his word known to Jacob, 
    to Israel his laws and decrees. 
    He has not dealt thus with other nations;  
    He has not taught them his decrees.  
 

SECOND READING       1 Corinthians 10:16-17  
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread 
that we break is a communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one 
loaf means that, though there are many of us, we form a single body because we all 
have a share in this one loaf. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the living bread which has come down from heaven, 
says the Lord. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL          John 6:51-58 
Jesus said to the Jews: 'I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. Any-
one who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for 
the life of the world.' 
Then the Jews started arguing with one another: 'How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?' they said. Jesus replied: 'I tell you most solemnly, if you do not eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you will not have life in you. Anyone who does eat my 
flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the last day. For 
my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood lives in me and I live in him. As I, who am sent by the living Father, myself draw 
life from the Father, so whoever eats me will draw life from me. This is the bread come 
down from heaven, not like the bread our ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone 
who eats this bread will live for ever.' 
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Masses received this week:  

O’Gara family, Steven Green, Peter Clayton, Theresa Clarkson, family & friends of Mary 
O’Gara, family & friends of Norah Stanton, Joan Green.     
 

Acknowledgements 
Thank you for further donations for the Food Bank and Cafod Emergency Appeal.  
 
  The Preston CORPUS CHRISTI devotions will take place at St. Walburge’s next Sunday 14th 
June, at 2.00pm via the live stream facility as the Church will be closed. See St. Walburge’s 
You Tube Channel. Or  https://www.facebook.com/icksp.preston/ (you do not need a Face-
book account) 
 

 

Church is closed  -  but our parish lives!  
Virtual ‘Coffee Morning’ Holy Family virtual Coffee Morning on zoom got off to a 
good start last week and was a good way of keeping contact. Thanks to Jane and Ra-
chel. There’ll be another at 12noon today.  The details are: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79938443435?pwd=Z0dydk5kanVVZnR0b0dod3pQbzJxdz09 
 Meeting ID: 799 3844 3435        Password: 5ZLeF9 
   

Opening Churches:  
We were heartened to hear that churches can open for private prayer from tomorrow 
(Monday) but then deflated to be sent the list of requirements.   We have to set up and 
confirm with the Diocese that we have a team of stewards so that two can be available 
all the time the church is open; that church has been cleaned and a regime of cleaning 
is in place, particularly door handles and pews where people will be allowed to kneel or 
sit; that we have  supplies of masks, aprons, sanitisers and other cleaners; that church 
is cordoned off to ensure 2 metre separation; doors (and windows) must be open; all 
this and much more.  
The Diocese recognises that many smaller parishes will not be able to manage the re-
quirements but asks that one church be open in every area.  
It would be possible to open Holy Family for an hour on some days if we had sufficient 
volunteers to act as stewards. Stewards must be over 18 and under 70. They must not 
be shielding or living with someone who has been advised to shield . If you are willing 
and able to volunteer to steward for an hour please let Fr. Peter know and we’ll try to 
draw up a rota.  

St. Anthony’s w ill be able to open for private prayer as follows:  Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday: 10.00 – 11.00am;  Thursday and Friday:  5.00 – 6.00pm; 
Saturday: 11.00 – 12.00noon.  The maximum number of persons allowed in the Church 
at any one time is 10 including 2 Stewards. Anyone with signs or symptoms of Covid-19 
should not visit. 
       

Covenant Books:  The book shop at Holy Family is planning to re-open on 
Thursday 18th June.  10am-4pm. 

Repeat notices  
 Share-It Food Bank at Holy Family  The opening hours of the Food Bank are now  
as follows:  Tues 10.00-11.00am; and 1.00-2.00pm;    Weds 2.00-3.00pm;    Thurs:  10.00-
11.00am;    Sat: 10.00-11.00am.  

Thanks to all who support this important work by donations or by direct involvement. Find it 
at Holy Family Pastoral Centre on Redcar Ave and the corner of Whitby Rd, PR2 3YP.  Look 
for the green sign! Anyone in emergency need in PR2 can go along, will just be asked for a 
few details and get a good range of food. Tel. 07545 277779.  

 Preston 5km Challenge for CAFOD’s Coronavirus Appeal.     
Members of St. Anthony’s and several other parishes have committed to a fundraising 
event: On Saturday 11th July 2020, you are invited to either walk, run, cycle or wheel 
5km (3.1miles), choosing your individual routes and times. We will be taking up our 
challenges individually in the knowledge that we are together in spirit at one community 
event. Social distancing will be observed at all times. We very much hope that members 
of other Preston parishes will join in. Join in yourself by contacting Peter Towers  using 
the facebook address below. JustGiving page and Facebook group:   
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ cafodprestoncv  https://www.facebook.com/ 
groups/549868239250525/   
 Parish Forum  See the link on our parish website. I f you want to share your 
thoughts or stories of what’s happening in these days when we can’t be together at church.  

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 13th June 2020 

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion, Rhoda Case, Bill York, Lawrence Dunnagan,   
Trevor Hughes, Claire, Elsie Croasdale.  
    Also the isolated and lonely, all medical staff and carers and those in research, the     
Government and all world leaders, all who are assisting the public in any way.   
    

those who have died recently:  Cyril O’Reilly, Teresa Clarkson, Norah Stanton, Peter 
Clayton; 
 

  and those whose anniversaries occur around this time:: Lernard O’Neill, Frank 
Crabb,  Heindrick Beker, Catherin Bremmer, Catherine McAirey, William Chanter, June 
Mercer,  Elizabeth Hayes, Edward Geehan, Joe Marcella, Wilfred McGrath, Ann Worral,   

Sun   For our parish   The Most Holy Body & Blood  of Christ 
— CORPUS CHRISTI 

Mon   Norah Stanton 
Graveside Service for Norah Stanton 

 

Tue   Theresa Clarkson 
Graveside Service for Theresa Clarkson  

 

Wed   Murray family  

Thur   O’Gara family  

Fri     Peter Clayton 
Cremation Service for Peter Clayton 

 

Sat  Special Intention  

Sun   For our parish   12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat  Dermot O’Malley  


